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= THE POWER OF THE WORD ~ ° 2
I was struck the other day-by a quots that Keith Miller
cites in his excellent book "The taste of New Wine". In speake

ing of the Word of God, the gospel, Millsr gquotas Karl Barths
"I am glad I did not invent it, end hence it is not my respons-
ibility to dafenll it, My only task and privilege is to tell you
that God himeelf said a0 and says so until this day".

I got to thinking sbout this and began to realize that
garth's words suggest a lot sbout the meaning of Advent, the
power of the Word of Cod, and about the manner of Christian .
witnessdnag.

The word asdvent, as you know, means cocming, The hopes of
the people of Gid flor a coming Messiah are reflascted in many
instances in the Old Testament, particularly in Isaiah, And
the new Testamsnt is a tsstimony to the fulfillment of that
hope,

John, in ths gospel attributed to him, is saying that the
Christ which he calls the Word was in existence from the very
beginning and. that the Word remained with God until the fime
was right. Then the word became incarnate in the person of
Jesus of Nazarath -- who came to be recognized as the Christ
- the Messiah,

John's words are these, according to the NEB  “When all
things began, the Word already was, The Word dwelt with God

So the Werd became flssh; he came to dwell among us
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and we sew his glory , . ., "

S0 it is that Sarth can say that God himself proclaimed th
gospel and,in Christ and his spirit, is still proclaiming it,
At Christmas, and during advent, we celebrats god's invasion o
of this planst, and of human life, The Word came to swell
among us,

Gehind all the glitter of the season, I hope you can see
something of what this means to the Christian life and its
development, It says that Cod is not far far removed -- too
remote for us, It says that thru acquabntance with Jesus, we
‘can actually become acgauinted with God. John says in the
18th verse ofthe Pirst chapter "no man has ever seen God; hu.t
God's only son, ha who is nearest to the father's hearts, he
has made him known",

No matter how time worn, no matter how trite it might
seem - If we are serious about Cod we will be serious about
Jesus Christ, Hs is the best place we can get know God = = He
is, according to the testimony of the scriptures and centuries
of Christian experience, God's Word made flesh,

Jesus bs God's Word, Jf He speaks today, speaking @ mess-
age which neither we not Jesus invented, speaking as John says
grace and truth,

This, I belisve, is the real reason we can re joice at

Christmas, This I think is cause to celebrate -- God's opening
of himself to man; God removing ths protective coverings of
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divinity so that we can see and know him, Let us get

happy because the Messish of God, while he delivers us from
our sin, also delivers a living, loving God to us,

That's something of Advent and Christmas, The gospel,
which God invented - givan to us in a man, Let us made esvery
effort and expend svsry energy in getting acqauinted with that
man,

2, Now you will note that this Word -~ this truth of
God - which he proclaims has powsr in and of itsalf,

We wonder about this, we doubt it really. Our hestatanc
to talk to others - and even among ourselves - seems to demon-
strate our reluctance to use the Word and it seems to show our
lack of faith in its power,

Yet we do not deny the power of human words, Many of us
for example watched, From a disbance, as Adolf Hitler used
words as a powerful weapon to mobilize and galvanize the ger-
man nation into a frightful wer machine, He used words to
turn men against themselves, and to inspire aspiration that
caused them to overlook common decency and morality,

Then we saw, just a briaf time later and across the
englich Channal, Winston Churchill 1ift the English people
from their dispair using words as his most powerful weapon,
Ha, largely thru the use of words, marchalled the English will
and Irmspired his people with a desire to resist that helped

immensely to change the coursa of the war,



Human uurdﬁ. we know, heve great pé-ar «= hut thz Iur:
of Cod, we're not too sure,

But the Word of Cod does have power in itself. 1In the
19th chapter of Acts, for example, the author is commnating
about specific things that happened under the ministry of
Paul and his friends in Corinth, Me records: "In such
ways the Word of God showed its power, spreading more and
mora widely and efr-ctively”,

Then when Jesus was teaching in the synagogue at the .
beginning of his public ministry, many people were moved and
changed, And Luke, in chapter 4 verse 32, says of the hap-
penings, "His Word wes with Power",

Well the word does have power, In another place, a
soldéer came to Jesus and asked him to heal his 111 sarvant.
Re recognizad the power of the Word., He said, "You don't need
to go to him , , Just say the Word and my saervant will be
haaled",

John says in the proloque to his gospel that the word
is light, You know something of how even a small light -- such
as a lighted match - can dispel the darkness in a rooom, Light
simply has power . , more powar than darkness, As John says,
"The light shines in the darkness, and the cdarkness has never
rastersd it", '

That's something like the power of the Word - the Word
which we did not fnvent, It hes powsr just by being iteelf -
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Just as light has power over darkness just by its very nature,

Let us rejoice end be happy. Let us Pind Por ourselves
that GCod's Word is power. Then we shall have reason to
clelbrate- - and have geeat confidence and power to be
folowers of the Christ, , the Word,

3. Now then consider briefly what this statement bf
Barths says about the stjle of Christian discipleship, . . .
"1 am glad that I did not invent it, and hence it is not
my responsibility to defend it., My only task and privilage
is to tell you that Cod himself said so and says so until
this day",

You see how we have complicated Christian witnessing, dc
you knot? If you've tried, usually you have ended up quite
frustrated. Chances are you were rebuffed time and time -

- again 8o you gave it up as a lost cause, Results - people
signed up on commitment cards - have too often been the geoal
o’ personal witnessing and church evangeliem., We have demon-
strated a lack of faith in the power of God and his word,

Dur tesk as witnosses is to tell the stroy of what Chris!
‘has done for us, We're not too worry about results, We are
to get the word around,

pany of usobserved, and some felt, the power implicit in
sharing the gospel and not worrying about defending it. The
story of the power of Christ in someone elses life is a joy
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to bshold,

Our guests of a couple of weeks ago had learned that the
the gospel was not their invention =~ but they knew that the
power of God's word had changed their lives, And out of
gratitude to God and from Christian commitment they joyously-
told what Christ had done Por them, They sought not to defend
the word but to witness to its power. They were not con-
cerned with results but trusted that the power of God's Word
would take care of that,

I didn't notice any arm-twisting, I saw no commitmant
cards to be signed on the dotted line, and I observed no
pressure to do this or that,

That's bean the story of Christian growth since the time
of Jesus -- positive witnessing to the power of Christ as it
has besen sxpsrienced. Oh thers, of course, have bean unhap=-
py happenings of forced baptism and conversion by eoercion,
But for the most part, Christian growth has comethru Christ
filled lives joyously sharing the Word -- the Word that made
them whole,

Thaf is your basic job as a Christian disciple - to wit-
ness tc what Christ has done for yoy in whatever manner you ar:
led to do so,

I am glad I dic not invent it, and hence it is not my

responsibility to dePand it, My only Task and privilege is to
tell you thnt God himself said so and says § so to this day.






