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In truc the other day-lly 8 quota that 81th ller 

e1t: In his excellent book -The teste or NI.. Wine- . In .>...,~~ 

Ing of the Word of Cod, the gospel, 'dllar qUOt6S Karl Barthl 

-I em 91ad I d1d not invent It , and he~c ~t 18 not my respone­

Ibillty to [ f nI It. f cn~y tn9k and privilege 1. to tell yo 

that COd hi lr said 0 and eays so until this dey" . 

I ~ot to thinking e out this end began to realize that 

rth'. worm aug at !I lot ahout the _e~ing of Advent, the 

power or the Word of Cod. end about the manner of ~rlstlan 

witne...ag . 

The word advent, as you Ic:ncw , .ana: cot'1lng . The 'hopes of 

the people or CId eDr II coming lQaasiah ere ren.chd In ..ny 

instances In the Old T ••tament , particul arly In Isaiah . And 

the new l ••tament 18 • t ••tl~ny to the fulfIllment of that 

John. In the gospel attributed to hi. , II eating that the 

O1rlst which he celle the liard as 1n existence rrom the very 

beginning end that th. liIord rB ...inad lIIi th Cod until the h ... 

_e right . Then the word baes_ incarrete In the person of 

JlsU6 or Nazlreth - - who csme to be recognized fie the Cheiat 

- the II'IIIselBh. 

John-a .orda are thne . IIccotc:lin~ to the ~g "~.n ell 

t inga began. the Word alr••dy was . The Word ~lt with God 

So the .ard becare n.ah J he ca_ to dwell elllOnQ UI 



and _ ... hie 9 l ...y • • • • 

So it Ie that Berth cen ••y that COd hi...lr prac1al_d th. 

goepel lind, in Olrht lind hi. spirit, is atUl proclaiming It. 

At Chri.t.s, and during advent, .a ce!.breh gOd'. inv••ion a 

or thia planet, end Dr hlllllln 11 ra. The Word ca. to ...11 

811MJ1"4g ..... 

aehind all the glitter or the .e.son, I hope you can ••• 

aaa.thing Dr .hat this means to the Chrlstl.n llr. and it. 

dev8lop-ant. It ••ye that Cod 1. not rar rill' ra.ovad __ too 

rallQb 'or ue. It 88ya that thru acqueflntance Ilith ........ , _ 

can actuelly becoma acqaulntad with God. John saye In the 

lSth ver'. orthe rlrat chapt.r -no"n hae aver S8.n Cod, but 

Cod'. only eon, he "'0 Ie rwer•• t to the rather'e h-arta, ha 

h•• _de him knOlln". 

Pta metter how time .orn, no IIIEIthr 1'1011 trite it lIIioht 

•••• - Ir we ara ••r10us .bout Cod we .111 ba ••r10ue about 

....... O1r.1l1t. He i8 the bast place we can gat kna. Cod - - He 

1., eccording to the testimony or the scr1pture. and centuria. 

or Chrl11t1an experIence, Cod'e Word mede rlash • 

.Jas...... Cod'. Word. It iii apeaks today, speaking' ....­

age whid'! rwithllr .. not .......... invented, speaking •• John ••y. 

grace and truth. 

Thie, I b.lieva, 18 the ra.l re••on .. can r.Joice at 

Chr1et.... Thi. I think 18 ca.... to celebr.t. -- Cod'. ap.n1ng 

0' hi.alr to _n, Cod ra.oving the protective coveri. or 



divinity so thot .e c n 188 and know hi '. let UEl get 

happy because the .alah of ad, .hile ha deliver. fr 

our ain, also delivers a liv1"S, toving God tD us. 

TJlat I something of Advent e,..d O'lrist_ The )Spel, 

which ~od Jnvented ... ~lvan to we in a men. Let us made every 

errort and a~pand avery anergy In oetting ecqAulntad with tMa~ 

man. 

7. ~ you ~ill n t that thie ord -- t~i. truth of 


od - whic ~ pr~cln! ~a. power In end of Itself. 


w. w~nd8r &~Dut thl', w. dOubt It really . ur heshtanc 

to talk to ot~.rs - and even among ourselves ... 888" to demon­

strate our reluctenca to .... the lIford end it 8e8 to shOll JI.;!: 

lack of '81th in ita pa-ar. 

Vat 1118 0 n t deny t,. Qller of' hl,Jllen .:ttds. ny of JJ 

for example .at~.d, 'rom. dis.snct, 83 Adol' Hitler USe 

, lrda .a 8 pOIOIrful weapon to Ilobiliu and gAlva. ~z t ger ... 

n naUOn 1"to • frltj'1tr·1 ar mechi.... He useli wordS to 

t~rn Man .g8i~t themsolves, .nd to Ins~ir. 8.plratlon that 

caused them to overlook cQlllnDn decency and :orelHy. 

Than we ee., juat • br .' tiN later ld hcross the 

ng .. c' Chan 1, 'instap Churct<olll lift the ("911a'" peapl 

Or theIr LiS ir us~ as his most powerful .ae ~~ . 

, ler ely t: ru the lEe of' lIor , 

an ~~ ir i3 ecpl. w'th 8 desire to ras! t t zt ~ lpe~ 

1 nally to Chang th ~our•• 0' t~ wer. 



(i!~~ lit' w.. ,. ~.. \he ...... 

~...ifS-..... thet ..."....., - -IIWM 
"",- rr_ 'n "-lnth. 110 "_dill 

ililirlit IIDrd ." I:Gd ....." U • .,.........A,. .... 

1hItt .......... _ teeclh!ng In the .y........"'I01r, 
.... ,., hie .....no ""nt,try...lit peapl..... ,.. 

ARd- LIM. Sn c:fI.ptv ~ _ ft••.- .. ..... 

jii.~ ' -1IJ8 _d _ eUh _-. 

_ to .... -and __ hie to ....1 hi. 11.1 "'!IIiii 

_lod,h4 ttie .... 0' the !lord. Ito ..ld. -Yooi·_~ 

lito • • ,.t ....y the ..d .nd oy _t ' o1;u, :" .,,-~ 

ooyo in tIw p201aq.. to hi••_11 tile" - ,... 

'till _ ._thing of _ even • _ll 'u.", >~ 

Mid.,-", - _ .epe1 the __ in ~rw~ 

I!J!/';poe. ~ __ ..... ~. AI, ••l 
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Just .. l1~t tau pmteE' OVer dark..... JUit by ita very ,.ture. 

Let us rejoice end be happy. Let .... find tar ow••lv.. 

that Cod'. Ward Is pa.t!Jt'. Then we ahall he"e ra.lon to 

clalbrata- - end hay. g••at contldBnce and po.er to be 

(01a.er8 or the Christ. • the Word. 

3. Now than consider briefly .hat this at.tament ., 

eartha ••y. about the st,18 of Chriatien disclpl••hIP•••• 

-I •• Qlad that I did not invent It, and hence It 1. not 

., re.ponsibility to defend It. ~ only task and privilege 

1_ to tell you that Cod himself .aid 80 and ••y. 10 until 

You ••• how .. he"e cOGp11c.t.~ Christian .It.....lng, d 

you knot? If you',,1 triad, ususlly yay ha"e endad up quit. 

frUitratad. enances ara you wete rebuffed time and tl.. 

Igaln 10 you gave It up ftB • 10lt causa. R.sulta - plopl. 

algrwd I.4J on cOlllli t.nt catda - haye too often be.n the gael 

0' persoNi wUneeeing end church 8vangeUsm. .. have deaon.­

atr.ted • lack of faith in the power Df Cod and hia word. 

Our tesk as .1tno•••• Is tD tall the stroy of what Chri. 

hal do,. ror us. llfelre not too .arry about result.... era 

to g.t the word around • 

..ny of ... Dbservad, and lome falt, the pa-r i.pl1cit in 

.harlng the goapel .nd not worrying about dlif.ndlrMit It. Th. 

atary or the POftt of O1r18t In la-ON .t.•• 111'. 1•• Joy 
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to behold. 

Our guests of • couple of weeks ago had learned t~et the 

the goepel was not their invention -- but they kns. that the 

~OIIier ~r !::od' B .oru had c.'enged their lives. And out of 

9ratitude to God enG fro~ Christien commitnant t~ey joyously 

told whet Christ had done for the~, They sought not to defend 

the word but to witnes8 to its powar , They wore not con­

carned .ith results but trusted that the pOIIar of Cod ' s 'ord 

would take cara ~f that. 

1 cl~n't notice any ar~- t.lsting, ~ sow no co~ltment 

C3r~e to be signed on the dotted line, nnd I Obser~ad no 

pressure to do thl or that. 

DC ~ US -- positive s!tneS!ing to the p~er of Christ 8S ~t 

~s b8~n experianced, Oh there, of c~ur8e, havo bewr. ~~p-

py h ,..r·:mio::;s of forced iJl!!lpt1e1'l ~r'1d cC"nvenion by c'JBrc!c.n, 

,ut for the most p .rt, Christian .;rowth has c'" ,.....~1st... LI..:!,..: 

filled 11ve~ joyously sharing the worrl -- the .ord that made 

them whole. 

TMt is lOur be:' c Job 8 C~rlwtl n J~sci~la - to wlt­

to ••: !!t C'''1'' t h Jone ·~r yoy 1~. toyer nner you ert 

led t" do sc. 

I nm 9l~d I did ~ot invent it, en ~anc~ it is not my 

re pons1:"!lHy to d "and it. y only task Bnd rivilege 1s to 

'r _ i~s I!!Ind yB t :l to t ....i'3 ay.t 11 you t.hat ~c' '"11 



is i ~r~ t 1 CD 109 .9al~ In the ~ower 

or tod1e • ~~ , L_t c~iva ht~ , end th8~~'Ylly witness t 

1a pow ar , 


